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Why the Guardian is changing the CTrIS1S noun
language it uses about the environment
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From now, house style guide recommends terms such as ‘climate
crisis’ and ‘global heating cricsis |\ 'kri-sas @)\
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Definition of crisis

f)v)® 1 a :theturning point for better or worse in an acute disease or fever

b :aparoxysmal attack of pain, distress, or disordered function
c :anemotionally significant event or radical change of status in a person'’s life

/1 a midlife crisis

2 :the decisive moment (as in a literary plot)
/1 The crisis of the play occurs in Act 3.

A The destruction of Arctic ecosystems forces animals to search for food on land, such as these polar bears in

il e b e R e b : an unstable or crucial time or state of affairs in which a decisive change is
impending

The Guardian has updated its style guide to introduce terms that more
accurately describe the environmental crises facing the world. especially : one with the distinct possibility of a highly undesirable outcome

Instead of “climate change” the preferred terms are “climate emergency, /1 a financial crisis
crisis or breakdown” and “global heating™ is favoured over “global warming”,

although the original terms are not banned. /1 the nation’s ene rgy Crisis

“We want to ensure that we are being scientifically precise, while also b :asituation that has reached a critical phafse
communicating clearly with readers on this very important issue,” said the I the environmental crisis

editor-in-chief, Katharine Viner. “The phrase ‘climate change’, for example,
sounds rather passive and gentle when what scientists are talking about is a
catastrophe for humanity.”

// the unemployment crisis

OC I C E R O “Increasingly, climate scientists and organisations from the UN to the Met
Office are changing their terminology, and using stronger language to

describe the situation we're 1n,” she said.



Hvorfor bor vi der vi bor? Befolkningstetthet:
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Data: Center for International Earth Science Informa-
tion Network - CIESIN - Columbia University (2005).
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Jorden har blitt en grad varmere pa 100 ar

Turning up the heat
Temperatures in 2020 tied 2016's record levels. They were about 1°C
above a 1951-80 average, or 1.25°C hotter than preindustrial levels.
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Global oppvarming de siste 100 arene er uten sidestykke gjennom samfunnets historie
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Fra ar null og frem til den industrielle revolusjon
opplevde vi kun lette og trege endringer i
global middeltemperatur

Global temperaturendring i f.t. 1850—1900 [°C]

Kilder: HadCRUT5 (Morice et al. 2021), PAGES2k (Scientific Data, 2017)
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Vi maler endringer over alt!
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Vi maler sterke og raske endringer over alt i klimasystemet

CO,-konsentrasjon i atmosfaeren: Stiger

L

Metankonsentrasjon i atmosfaeren: Stiger

Global temperatur ved jordoverflaten: Stiger

Globalt havniva: Stiger

Varmeenergi i havet: Stiger
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Arlig tap av is fra verdens isbreer: Stiger
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Kilder: CO2 og metan: NOAA. Temperatur: HadCRUT5 (Morice et al. 2021). Havniva: Dangendorf et al. 2019. Varmeenergi i havet: Zanna et al. 2019. Isbreer: Zemp et al. 2019
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Endring | nedbor

De siste 50 arene...

1951- 2010
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...0g fremover, per grad global oppvarming
Precipitation change scaled by global T

2081-2100 relative to 1995-2014
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Klimarisiko: Fra rusk 1 maskineriet
til tretthetsbrudd og kollaps

Indicative example of transitions
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A. Risks to humans and ecosystems from changes in land-based processes as a result
of climate change

Increases in global mean surface temperature (GMST), relative to pre-industrial levels, affect processes involved in desertification (water
scarcity), land degradation (soil erosion, vegetation loss, wildfire, permafrost thaw) and food security (crop yield and food supply
instabilities). Changes in these processes drive risks to food systems, livelihoods, infrastructure, the value of land, and human and
ecosystem health. Changes in one process (e.g. wildfire or water scarcity) may result in compound risks. Risks are location-specific and
differ by region.
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CI'iSiS noun

3 a :anunstable or crucial time or state of affairs in which a decisive change is
impending

especially : one with the distinct possibility of a highly undesirable outcome

Vi kan ikke bare tilpasse oss endringene
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Hovedarsaken til klimaendringene er vare
utslipp av CO, og andre drivhusgasser

40 Gt ‘Global Fossil CO, Emissions

CO,

Projection 2020

34.1 Gt CO,

V¥ 6.7%

30 -

20 -

104 . >.

0

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020
OCICER1 projected

12



Utslippene kommer 1 all hovedsak fra
brenning av olje, kull og gass

Annual Global Emissions
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Vi brenner olje, kull og gass for a skaffe
0ss energi — som er samfunnets livskraft

Global primary energy consumption

Our World
in Data
Global primary energy consumption, measured in terawatt-hours (TWh) per year. Here 'other renewables' are -
renewable technologies not including solar, wind, hydropower and traditional biofuels.
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Klimakrisen:

CI'iSiS noun

3 a :anunstable or crucial time or state of affairs in which a decisive change is
impending

especially : one with the distinct possibility of a highly undesirable outcome

Vi kan ikke bare tilpasse oss endringene

Vi kan ikke bare kutte ut arsaken til endringene

2 :the decisive moment (as in a literary plot)
/] The crisis of the play occurs in Act 3.
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Oppskrift pa a komme oss godt forbi krisen:

Non-CO, emissions relative to 2010

D G,im!ﬂgng Global total net COz emissions Emissions of non-COz forcers are also reduced
T - or limited in pathways limiting global warming
Global Warming of 1.5°C Billion tonnes of CO/yr to 1.5°C with no or limited overshoot, but

50 they do not reach zero globally.

Methane emissions

In pathways limiting global warming to 1.5°C 1
with no or limited overshoot as well as in

pathways with a high overshoot, CO2 emissions

are reduced to net zero globally around 2050.
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Timing of net zero COz — Pathways limiting global warming to 1.5°C with no or low overshoot !IPSCCC gg‘le:IaSIPRl\:port on Global Warming of
F-EFEE'I'ItIlE' and the 25-75th . ] Pathways limiting global warming below 2°C
percentile of scenarios (Not shown above)
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Det kritiske gyeblikket | historien om
samfunnets bruk av fossile brensler?
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Klimakrisen, kort fortalt:

Vi er i en ustabil situasjon, med stor risiko for ugnskede og
skadelige konsekvenser. En rekke av dem er alt merkbare.
Fremtiden avgjores na, i et av historiens kritiske agyeblikk.
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Data: Center for International Earth Science Informa-
tion Network - CIESIN - Columbia University (2005)
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